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hesitancy in stating that the process of shedding the temporary teeth is a purely physiological one; though it
has been suggested by some writers of later date than those referred to, that inflammation in a more or less
marked degree, is present during the accomplishment of this work. This we cannot accept as yet proven; and
may state that in a great majority of cases there is no indication whatever of inflammation, or even special
irritation. It is true that oftentime local disease of more or less marked character is concurrent with shedding
the teeth; but that it occurs as a necessary result of the removal of the roots of the temporary teeth, we think,
there is no evidence. In the plan of the human organism the temporary teeth are to be displaced to make way
for the permanent; and it would seem to be unreasonable that diseased Inaction, even in the mildest form,
should be called in to aid in the accomplishment of this work. Disease never occurs without some violation of
physiological law. Again, it is admitted by all intelligent observers that this work is accomplished by the solution
of the material to be removed; and this cannot be accomplished without the intervention of a solvent. The
debris from the wasting structure is absorbed and carried away through the proper eliminating channels. In
order to be absorbed, and thus disposed of, the material operated upon must be in absolute solution. Third, the
fact that is clearly shown by intelligent observation is, that both the organic and inorganic constituents of the
cement and dentine are simultaneously...
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