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Composed of the Counties of Washington and Orange Fellow-citizens of the counties of Washington and
Orange: - When the multitude shouted around Napoleon, on his return from the battle of Marengo, he
exclaimed to a friend - Bourrienne! Bourrienne! do you hear the acclamations still resounding? That noise is as
sweet to me as the sound of Josephine s voice. On that occasion the multitude, and the great soldier, were
celebrating the triumphs of war, the glory of victories obtained under bloody banners. But, to-day, we have met
to witness the peaceful triumphs of Industry; the success of Labor; and the evidences of increasing prosperity
among the people of this portion of our prosperous State. This is a glorious sight - to see the people of all
classes viewing with each other in the arts of peace, rather than those of war and enmity. These popular
assemblages, where the people bring into competition various productions of their skill and labor, are well
calculated to advance the general prosperity of the State, and to throw around the labors of the agriculturist
and the mechanic, an attractive interest. The poet has beautifully and correctly said - Would you be strong? Go
follow the plow; Would you be thoughtful? Study fields and flowers; Would you be wise? Take on yourself a vow
To go to school in Nature s sunny bowers. Fly from the city - nothing there can charm; Seek Wisdom, Strength,
and Virtue on a farm. When we shall be able...
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