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relations between white and black Americans in the Army Air
Forces (AAF) during World War II ran the gamut from
harmonious to hostile, depending upon the unique
circumstances existing within each unit, command, and
theater. In analyzing racial policy as it was implemented
throughout the chain of command, are a number of themes
relevant for an understanding of the utilization of African
Americans during the war. First, the AAF never willingly
accepted black soldiers. This service had totally excluded them
for over two decades before they were per-mitted to enter, and
then used them only reluctantly. The fact that the AAF even
opened its doors to African Americans and proceeded to make
additional opportunities available to them was due to
pressures aimed at the War Department and the AAF.
Individuals and organizations within the black community and
white liberals in and out of Congress were quite vocal and were
able to exert sufficient pressure to force the War Department
and AAF to examine and modify their policies and practices
throughout the war. Another recurring theme was that...
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