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illustrated. 1823 Excerpt: . . . new, as well as with his suppositions respecting the origin of the Pentateuch, which
he attempts to prove to have been forged by Josiah, king of Judah, and Hilkiah. the high priest, eight hundred
years aEer the time of Moses--with his endeavour to disprove the reality of the Deluge and the existence of
Abraham--but most particularly with his denial of the Divine commission of Moses, and the bold impiety of the
language used respecting the miracles of that legislator; and, since no person has come forward for the specific
purpose of meeting his arguments, I was induced to undertake an examination of the work, as it is presented to
the English reader; the translation being that which I have consulted, without reference to the original. Your
Lordships well known anxiety to promote the interests of true religion, the terms of approbation in which you
were pleased to express your opinion of the manuscript, and a wish publicly to express the sense I have of your
kind attention to the progress of the work, induced me to solicit the honour of introducing the following pages
to the public, under the sanction of your Lordships name. Respecting the work itself, I can only add, that I have
been induced to give it publicity, from a desire to counteract, as far as my ability extends, the progress of
infidelity, the great enemy to morality, good principle, and social order. - r t I have the honor to remain....
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