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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1808* Excerpt: .into the mysteries of our courts of justice. The cannot conceive the
necessity of deferring to pass an immediate judgment on a cause which must be cither just or unjust; little
imagining that a preparatory study of many years is requisite to enable their counsel to form an opinion on the
merits of their case. But although they deprecate this delay, they willingly acknowledge the superior wisdom
and justice which directs the decisions of our courts; and break out in lavish commendations of the scrupulous
regavd which is shewn to the claims of the meanest individual. The distribution of justice in Persia is committed
to the tands of the Sheikh Ool Islam (head priest), who is the judge of criminal and civil law; and to the
governor, who is the Hakimi Oorf, or judge of common law. The former is directed in his decisions by the
Shura, a name the Koran receives when applied to judicial proceedings, and to the Hudees, or traditions of the
prophet. It is the duty of the Hakimi Oorf to see the decisions of the civil magistrate carried into effect. The
Moosulman law is founded on the principle of the lex talionis; that life is requited with life; or, if the kin of the
deceased agree, may be commuted by the payment of a fixed sum; and of wounds, in the same manner, in the
event of a person receiving a wound, and, according to the law of retaliation, his inflicting...
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