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of Maine, in the House of Representatives, Thursday, February 1, 1894 Hence, also, there can be no foundation
for that cry, so insidiously raised, that this bill should be passed at once, because uncertainty is worse than any
bill can possibly be. Were that bill to pass both branches today, uncertainty would reign just the same. This
result was inevitable. Although this bill professed to open to the manufacturers a new era of prosperity and
professed to be made in the interest of some of them, the moment it came to be defended on this floor the
great bulk of it could not be defended on any other ground than the principles of free trade. Hence, in this
discussion, the precise terms of this proposed act count for nothing, and we are left to the discussion of the
principles which underlie the whole question. That question may not be decided here and now upon these
principles, but the ultimate decision by the people can have no other foundation. After this statement it would
be entirely natural that a feeling of weariness should come over this audience, for if anything seems to have
been discussed until human nature can bear it no more it is the tariff. Nevertheless the fact that the subject is
still before the people shows that the last word has not yet been said and that the subject has not yet been
exhausted or understood. The history of protection has been most remarkable. Fifty years ago the question
seemed to be closed. Great Britain had adopted free trade, the United States had...
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