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broadened gauge. The broad gauge, even if practicable in a financial sense, would as a matter of expendiency
be constructed first aloflg the condensed traFic lines so as to secure the earliest return upon the investment.
Investment would of course be greater in reconstruction through a well settled and built-up region. It is safe to
say that electrification, also a dense traFic development, will precede as a proposition of financial return in the
broadening of the gauge; and with the advent of trunk-line electrification and its possibility of multiple-unit
train control, the necessity for a broad gauge in order to increase unit train loads will have been eclipsed. As
has been pointed out in discussing the Virginian Railway case, vast increases in unit train loads are at present
possible with steam locomotive power, having been made so by the advent in American railroading practice of
Mallet compound articulated locomotives. To-day the customary heaviest freight and passenger locomotives
are respectively of the consolidation and Pacific types. Yet articulated locomotives have been built for each of
these services of practically double the tractive force of the former rigidwheel-base types. Indeed, some freight
locomotives of the 2-10-10-2 type have actually been built, and there is no good reason to suppose that an
articulated locomotive of even double or treble this immense size, with four or six sets of drivers, would not be
practicable as a locomotive, not even...
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