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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Modern Language Notes, Vol. 13 Mr. Masson in his life of
Milton expresses himself in no sparing terms concerning the efforts which have been made to prove that Milton
borrowed largely from his predecessors. It certainly is not my purpose here to cast the slightest doubt on Milton
s originality in the conception and carrying out of the Paradise Lost, but that the poem shows many traces of
the influence of other great poets, at least in language, metaphors and certain ideas, cannot be disputed. Mr.
Masson himself admits this and says: Original as the poem is, original in its entire conception, and in every
portion and passage, it is full of flakes, - we can express it no otherwise, - full of flakes from all that is greatest in
preceding literature, ancient or modern. The subject of Milton s indebtedness to Dante has not as yet been
treated, as far as | am aware, and this fact may be my excuse for discussing the subject somewhat in detail.
There is no question as to Milton s acquaintance with Dante. He began the study of Italian in 1632 and is said by
his biographers to have been saturated with Dante, Petrarch, Tasso and Ariosto. In 1638 he went to Italy, and
spent the months of August and September in Florence, the birth-place of the Divine Poet. There is a certain
interest, - if no particular value, - in noting the general points of resemblance between the two great religious
poets of Italy and England, in life, character and literary activity. Both were scholars, versed deeply in all the
learning of their day; both were profoundly religious,...
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