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The conductor had eyed Lambert curiously as he punched his ticket. He held it a moment and edged his lantern
around so that its feeble light could reinforce the glimmer from the bleared and smoky globe above Lambert s
curly head. The train had started from the junction with that quick series of back-wrenching jerks which all
veteran travellers remember as characteristic of American railways before the introduction of coupler buffers.
It was a shabby, old-fashioned train, - one whose cars had seen service, and not a little of it, during the long and
eventful war so recently closed. It had a baggage-car behind the wheezy old wood-burner that drew the rickety
procession out into the dim, starlit aisle through the eastward forest, and, for the first time in a week, that
baggage-car contained a trunk. It had a smoker, in which three or four negroes were soundly sleeping on the
worn cushions at the forward end, and three or four lank, shabbily-dressed whites were consuming tobacco
and killing time under the single lamp at the other. It had a ladies car, - so called, - in which no ladies were
visible, and which differed in appointments from the smoker only in the facts that its seats were upholstered in
dingy red plush instead of blackened canvas, and that both its lamps could be induced to burn, however feebly,
instead of only one. It was a for lorn, hangdog, shamefaced sort of train, that seemed oppressed with sense of
its own disrepute, - a train that kept in hiding during the broad light of day and ventured to...
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