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indexed. Not illustrated. 1868 Excerpt: .with lime, the opposite corner of the acre receives no benefit from the
application; there is too much lime in one plat and none in the other. If the arable surfaces of the two soils are
mixed together, both will be benefited and both will be more fertile. Or we may suppose that a soil deficient in
phosphate of lime has a bone buried in it. After a certain time it will be found that some of the phosphate of
lime and gelatine, with its inclnded nitrogen, is dissolved, and the particles of earth in contact with the bone are
saturated with the solution, and cannot take up any more. If we now remove the bone and bury it in
unsaturated earth, another portion will be dissolved, and the soil contiguous to it-will be saturated. We may
thus, by successive removals and burials of the bone until it is wholly dissolved, render many times more soil
fertile than if it had been left steadily in one place. There is no soil known through which the fertile matters are
evenly diffused, and hence benefit must always result from mixing together the fertile and unfertile portions.
This is one of the objects sought to be accomplished by plowing land; it is because the spade accomplishes this
more perfectly than any form of plow yet known to us, that so much larger crops, can be obtained when that
method of tillage is used. Plows differ very widely in their...
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