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The use of literature in the second language classroom can be legitimated in different ways. Todays methods of
second language acquisition (SLA) put emphasis on working with literature which offers a great range of
opportunities to familiarize a learner with a foreign language. However, it is not just the aspect of learning or
acquiring a second language when dealing with literature. Furthermore, the work with literature includes social
and cultural as well as empathetic aspects. Thus, dealing with literature, whatever genre of literature is
touched, is highly manifold and undoubtedly of a high value. According to Wolfgang Gehring, the short story,
besides the novel, is one of the genres which is used most frequently in school. The short story has many uses
concerning the field of didactics: it can be used for introducing different topics and for accustoming the learner
to different methods of interpretation. In addition, working with literary texts, especially with short stories,
offers the possibility for the examination of several problems, e.g. problems of youths or the topic of life and
death. In the framework of the term paper at hand, the focus lies on working with literary texts, namely
teaching short stories as one component of the narrative genre besides the novel. For this purpose there will
first be a short discussion about the significance of literary texts in language teaching according to Ansgar
Niinning, who claims that literature forms an essential part when learning a foreign language (FL). In addition
to that, the emphasis in the...
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